
(c) crown copyright

Catalogue Reference:EXT/9/93 Image Reference:1

the national archives 



Catalogue Reference:EXT/9/93 Image Reference:1

/ 

IN CON G RES S, J U L Y 4, 1776. 

ECLAR .ATION 
THE REP RES E N TAT I V E S OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
IN GENERAL CONGRESS ASS E M B LED. 

W
· HEN in the Comfe of human Events, 'it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Political Bands which hove conndted them 

with another, and to affume among the Powers of the Earth, the feparate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature's God entitle them, a decent RefpeCt to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they Ihould declare the caufes which impel them 

. to tre Separation. . 
W. hold thefe Truths to be felf-evldent, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happincfs- -That to fecure thefe Rights, Governments are 
infiituted among Men., deriving their jufi Powers from the Confen t of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes defiruCtive of thefe 
Ends, it is the Right of 'the People to alter or to abolIO, n, and to mfiltute new Government, laymg ItS. FoundatIOn on fuch Pnnclples, and organizing 
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them ~all feem moft lIkely to effeCt the" Safety and H appmefs. Prudence, mdeed, w!ll dll~tate that Governments long ef­
tabliO,ed Ihoald not be changed for I.,ght and tranfient Caufes; and acco~dmgly all Expenence hath Ihewn, that Mankmd are more dlfpofed to fuffer, while 
Evils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abo)'lhmg the Forr;" to wlllch they are .ccuftomed .. But when ~ long. Tram of Abufes and Ufurpations, purfu­
ing invariably the fame ObJeCt, evmces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotlfm, It IS the" RIght, It 15 the" Duty, to throw off fuch Government, 
c.nd to provide new Guards for the" future Secunty. Such has been the pallent Sufferance of thefe Colome.; and fuch IS now the Neceility which confirains 
them to alter their former Syfiems of Government. The Hlfiory of the prefent Kmg of Great-Bntam IS a Hlftory of repeated Injuries and Ufurpations. all 
.having in direCt ObjeCt the Eftablilhment of an abfolu te T yranny over thefe States. To prove th15. let FaCts be fubmlued to .a ,an did World. 

HE has refufed his Affen t to Laws. the moft wholefome and neceffary for the publIC Good. 
HE has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and preiling Importance. unlefs fufpended in their Operation till his Affent Ihould be obtained· 

and when fo fufpended, 'he has utterly negleCted to attend .to them. " - • 
HE has ref"fed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Dtfl:nCts of People. onlefs thofe People would relinquilh the Right of Repre[eotation in 

the LeginalUre, a Right .~eftimabl e to them, and formIdable to Tyrants only. . 
HE has called together Leginative BodIes at Places unufual. uncomfortable. and dlftant from the Depofitory of their public Records. for the fole Purpofe of 

fatiguing them into Compliance wlth hIS Meafures. ... 
HE has diffolved Reprefentative Ho"fes repeatedly,. far 'oppofing wlth manly Fumnefs h18 I nvafions on the Rights of the People. 
HE has refufed for a long TIme •• fter fuch Dlffolullons. to caufe others to be eleCted; whereby the Leglnatlve Powers. incapable of AnoihilatwD, have re­

lurned to the People at large for their exerClfe.; the State remammg m the mean !lme expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion from wi thout, and Convulfions within. 
HE h as endeavoured to prevent the Populat~on of thefe States; for that Purpale .0bftruCtmg the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refuflng to paf. others 

~o encourage their Migrations hither,. and ratfin~ the Condltlons?f new Appropnattons of Lan~s. . . . 
HE has obftruCl:ed the Admimftratlon of J uft,ce, by refufing hIS Affent to Laws for efiabhlhlflg J udlctary Powers. 
lIE has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries. 
H. has ereCted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People. and eat out their Subfiance. 
HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace. Standing Armies, withou t the confent of our Leginatures. 
HE has aff'eCted to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power. 
HE has combined with others to fubjeCt us to a JunfdlCtlOn foreIgn to our G:onftltutlOn. and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his A1Tent to their Acts of 

.pretended Legination ; . . . . 
FOR quarlenng large BodIes of Armed Troops amon'g us . . . .. 
FOR proteCting them, by a mock Tnal, froG, Pumlhment for any Murders whIch they thould commIt on the InhabItant. of thefe States: 
FOR cutting off our Trade WIth all Parts of the World: . 
FOR impofing Taxes on us without our C<lnfent : . 
FOR depriving us. in many Cafes. of the Benefits of Tnal by Jury : 
.FOR tr.nfporting us bey<lnd Seas to be tned for pretend~d Offences:, . . _ . . 
f"oR abolilhing the free Syftem of EnglIlh.Laws m a nelghbounng ProvInce, eftabhlhmg therem an arbItrary Government. and enlarging its Boundaries. (" 

as to render it at once an Example and fit,Inftrument for mtroducmg the fame abfolute Rule mto thefe Colomes : 
F OR taking away our Charters, abolithing our moA: valuable Laws, and al~ering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 
FOR fufpending our own Leginatures. and declanng themfelves lDvefted Wlth Powe.r to !epOatefor us m all Cafes whatfoever. 
HE has abdicated Government here, by declanng us out of hlS ProteCtlOn and wagmg War agamfi us. 
HE has plundered our Seas. ravaged our Coafts, burnt ~lUr Towns. and defiroyed the Lives of our People. . 
HE is, at this Time, tranfportmg large Armle, of~orelgn Mercenanes to compleat the W orks of Death. Defolatlon. and Tyranny, already begun with cir­

comfiances of Croelty and Perfidy, fc.rcely paralleled m the moft barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of • civilized Nation. 
HE has conftraiRed our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the hIgh Seas to bear Arms agatnft thetr Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and 

Brethren, or to fall themfdves by their Hands. . , . 
HE has excited domefiic InfurreCtiQ.ns amongft us. ~nd has endeavoured 'to bnng on. t!'e Inhabitants of our FrontIer.. the mercilef. Indian Savage,. whofe 

known Rule of Warfare, is an uAdiftinguifhed DeftruCtlOn. of all Ages, Sexes and COndltlOns .. 
IN every ftage of .thefe Oppreilion, ~ve have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble T erms : 0llr repeated Petitions have been anfwered only by repeat-

ed I njury. A Prince, whofe CharaCter1S thus marked by every aCt whIch may define. Tyrant. 15 unfit to be the R~ler of a free People. . 
NOR have we been wanting in Attenrians to ou; BrthO, Brethren. .We have warned them from. TIme to TIme ot Attempts by their Legin.ture to extend an 

~ unwarrantable Jurifd1<~tion over uc-. _W ~ve. re.mmde.rt the.m...of. th.e Cl.fc~ll.illau.ceLo~ our Ec:;ug~t.Jon ~od Settlemen~ ~ e. _ ~e.......!:l.prl"..!IJ~ to .thetT native 
J ft· d Magnanimity and we have conjured them by the TIes of OUI common Kma-ed to dlfavow thefe Ufurpatrons. whIch. would lflevltably mterrupt our 
C~n~;;i~ns and Correfp~ndence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of J ufiice and of Confanguinity. We muft. therefore. acquiefce in the Neceility. which 
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the refi of Mank,nd, EnemIes In War. m Peace. Fnend •. 

VIE, therefore. the Reprefentatives of the UN IT E D S TAT E S 0 F . A M ~ RIC A. m G EN It R A L CON G RES s. Affembled, ap­
r t the Supreme Judge of the World for the ReCtItude of our IntentlOns, do. m the Name, and by AuthontY<lf the good People of thefe Colonies fo­

fe~~~g P:blifh and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought. to be. F R E E AND IN D E PEN D It N T ~ TAT E S; that they are 
abfol!ed from all Allegiance to the Bnuil, Crown, and that all polIhcal ConneCtlOn between them and the State of Great-Bntam, 15 and ought to be totally dif­
folved ; and that as F R E E AND 1 N nE PEN 0 E N T S TAT E s. they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contraCt Alliances. efiablilh 
Commerce, and to do all other ACts ~nd Thmgs which I N D ErE N DEN T S TAT E S may of nght do. And for the fupport of this Declaration. with a 
firm Reliance on the ProteCtion of divme PrOVIdence. we mutually pledge to each- other our LIve,. our Fortunes • • nd our facred Honor. 

Signed by 0 R D F. Rand il1 B E HAL F 0/ the Co !"I G R E 5 5, 

JOHN HAN'COCK, PRE SID E N T. 

AT T l: 5 T. 
C H A R L EST HOM SON, S E G RET A l!- Y. 

PHI L lr.. PEL PHI A: PRJ X TED B Y J 0 H N DUN LAP. 


