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INCONGRESS, JuLy 4, 1596
ECLARAT |G N

By Tue REPRESENTATIVES oF THE

Ixn GENERAL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for onePeople to diffolve the Political Bands which hav.
with another, and to affume among the Pow:‘:rs}of the Earth, the feparate and equal Station to which the Laws 0; tlslr;?:fzec:nt;lecrjr‘é
lature’s God entitle them, a decent Refpett to the Opini 3 B ire A 3 3 e
i\o o Sscpuri[i:m' le ther di efp the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Cre . ¢
unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happinefs—-That to fecure thefe Rights Fétor b
inftituted among Men, deriving their juft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomgcs deft oyornHiCnLE e
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to inftitute mew Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi 1c il .th_efe
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effed their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Sp es, and organizing
tablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath thewn, that Mankind archmore d'[oV{C;ﬂmenrs long ef-
Evils are fufferable, than to right themf{elves by abolifhing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abufe 150[}31. LT ﬁ{ffer, while
ing invariably the fame Object, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is th:ir Butis o Ihros an - rurpnnons, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies; and fuch is r)lyc’nv the Nw o({' UCh‘Govemme'm,
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated In'ure'Ce "é] ik cgnftrams
having in direct Objet the Eftablifhment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, Jet Facts be fubmitted to a candid JW lclsdan Ufurpations, all
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the public Good. s
Hg has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs {ufpended i i - . : .
and when fo fufpended, he has uttcriypneglc&ed to attend to thcm.p B » unlefs {ufpended in their Operation till his Affent fhould be obtained ;
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of Pe o P . VL, ¢ ;
the Legiflature, a Ri'b}r)htq;cﬂim:\hlc to them, algd formidable to Tyr;%nts only. e, WS ol Reoblsimeid relinquifh the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant fro . o .
fatiguing them intoDCompliaxgmc with his Meafures. : rom the Depofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
o 5 Gl Repetie Houts epely, (o ppoing wth manly Eiunts b In o o he Rights of e Peple
5 5% ! s hers to be elected ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, i ble of Tetae
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion (’ mmRa! S0 Anmhllatu{n, haw{e res
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for ?\T:'.tumlizntion o;o;, pritiont, and Convulfions within.
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. oreigners ; refufing to pafs others
HE has obftru@ed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount ﬂnd‘Paymcnt. of theie Salari
Yz has ere@ed a Multitude of new Offices, and {ent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Subﬁaa“es.
HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. it
He has affc@ed to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power. i
1e mbined with others to fubject us to a urifdiétion foreign to our Conftituti e .
priné‘;; Iiiglilf)htign: : ) J & r Gonftitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Affent to their Acts of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders which they (hould commi ]
For futting off our Trade with all Parts of the World : ¢ ¥ mumit on,the Inhabitants of thefe States 2
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablithing therein a itra nla s .
as to render it atgoncc an Example and fit Inftrument for intgroducingbthc fame abfolute Rulz into :hc(: él;};;::;y :GOVCrnant, antl elarging & Ronndatics, (@
For t:aking away our Churlcr:c, abolifhing our m_o(’t v-_\lunb_lc Ln\_vs, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Goveraments :
For {ufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever g
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protetion and waging War apainft us. =
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People.
Hr is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Deat i 1 5 .
cumftances of Cruelty and Pe};ﬁdy, fcnrcgely paralleled in thgc moft barbarous Agc.g and totally unworthy t}lll,g %Z?;a;?z,cf\gizzgr&:?’ already begun with cir-
H e has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms ﬂgﬂinl'f their Cmintry, to heconeiid Execu[i(;on' s o ;
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. ners of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre&ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of 3 iers, ‘ :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguifhed ﬁcﬂru&ion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. our Frontiers, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petitions have been anfs d
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a free People Hoden Sy #oa g
Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b thepir L iflat x
unwarrantable ]urifd\&ion over uc. We hn'vP reminded them qf}hc Cirenmftances of our Emigration and Settlement here. pry]nuP a Cgplnli,{u‘_.itodﬁ‘-mnd L
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by t]}c Ties Oonur common Kinded to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, \;c:uliipij;‘]evitnbl i t(»u- mm.(:l
Conne&ions and Correfpondence, They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and ef Confanguinity. We muft, therefore, acquiefce in the Ny %“r’fupf B
denounces our Separation, and hold thern, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace, Friends. : ecellity, which
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of tl}e UNIT ED STATESOF AMERICA, in GENErRAL CoNGRESS, Affembled
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for t}ze Rc‘&uudc of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of !}’16{6 Coloncic: ip_
Jemnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that th i, o-
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the State of Great-Britain, is and ou ht’ to ba t ,T]‘ d?r;
{olved ; and thatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace " contra® %llia 3 O‘dﬁlyblu-
Commerce, and to doall other A&sand Things which INDPEPENDENT STATES may of right do. And for the fapport of this Dcclr'lcrcs" g }:Ih
firm Reliance on the Protetion of divine Providence, we mutually pledge toeach- other our Lives, our Fu}luncs, and our facred I?Iznor % s <

Signed by ORDER and in BERALF of the CoNGRESS,

JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT.
AT T ES T,

CHARLES THOMSON, SEGRETARY.

PuirLapEeLPHIA: PRiNnTEP By JOHN DunxLar.




